
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Abstract 

In the years since the Second World War, many Western 
states have adopted justiciable bills of rights, thereby 
empowering courts to play a significant role in defining the 
moral boundaries of their communities. However, at the 
same time, the increasingly evident divisions in Western 
societies – between left and right, secular and religious 
perspectives, etc. – render the legitimacy of such exercises 
of judicial power precarious. How can judicial protections of 
constitutional rights be justified when reasonable people 
(and indeed, reasonable legal experts) disagree, 
fundamentally, about the content and implications of those 
rights? Are there forms of adjudication that can strike an 
appropriate balance between an awareness of such 
disagreement, and the demand, now deeply embedded in 
the legal consciousness of the West, for effective, 
independent checks on the political branches of government 
– checks that can remedy serious human suffering? 

 

The workshop will address these questions, inter alia, with a 
particular focus on the problem posed by justiciable social 
and economic rights, which are often thought to exacerbate 
the dilemmas above 1) insofar as they involve interests that 
are essential to a basic, human existence (e.g. interests in 
food, shelter, or dignified work), and 2) insofar as their 
protection involves highly political and delicate questions of 
resource allocation – questions that courts are traditionally 
seen as poorly equipped to deal with, given their 
comparative lack of democratic legitimacy and policy 
expertise. 

 

 
Tuesday, 28 March 2017 
09.00 – 18.00 h 
 
 
Location 
Weicker Building, room B001 
4, rue Alphonse Weicker 
L-2721 Luxembourg 
 
Language 
English 
 
Registration 
- Free workshop 
- Maximum number of attendants: 90 
- Inscription only via Eventbrite :       
https://www.eventbrite.fr/e/legal-theory-seminar-
on-adjudication-judicial-protection-and-social-
rights-registration-32686465097  
- Registration deadline: 27 March 2017 
 
Contact 
Sandra Schwarz 
Email: sandra.schwarz@uni.lu 
Tel: +352 466644-5737 
 
Richard Mailey 
Email: richard.mailey@uni.lu 
Tel: +352 466644-6454 
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Legal Theory Seminar on adjudication, judicial 
protection and social rights  

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.fr/e/legal-theory-seminar-on-adjudication-judicial-protection-and-social-rights-registration-32686465097
https://www.eventbrite.fr/e/legal-theory-seminar-on-adjudication-judicial-protection-and-social-rights-registration-32686465097
https://www.eventbrite.fr/e/legal-theory-seminar-on-adjudication-judicial-protection-and-social-rights-registration-32686465097


   

Seminar : Legal Theory Seminar on adjudication, judicial protection and social rights 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 
 

 
9:00               ¦ 
 
 
9.30- 11.00     ¦ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.30 – 13.00  ¦ 
 
 
 
 
 
14.00 – 15.30  ¦ 
 
 
 
 
 
16.00 – 17.30  ¦ 
 
 
 
17.30 – 18.00  ¦ 
 
 
 

 
Registration 
 
 
Prof. Panu Minkkinen: The Whirlwind of 
Rights? Claude Lefort's Radical 
Phenomenology of Human Rights and 
Judicial Protection 
Discussant: Chris Doude van Troostwijk  
 
 
Prof. Scott Veitch: Duty Free: Hohfeld's 
Correlatives and the Disappearance of 
Social Obligations 
Discussant: Johan van der Walt 
 
 
Prof. Emilios Christodoulidis: Social 
Rights Constitutionalism: An 
Antagonistic Endorsement 
Discussant: Thorsten Fuchshuber  
 
 
Prof. Johan Van Der Walt: Non-
Jurisgenerative Constitutional Review 
Discussant: Richard Mailey 
 
 
Summary Reflections: Roila Mavrouli 



   

 
Biography: 
 

Panu Minkkinen 

 

Panu Minkkinen is Professor of Jurisprudence at the University of Helsinki, prior to which he was Professor of Legal Theory 
at the University of Leicester, in the UK (2004-2011). Professor Minkkinen’s core research interests include constitutional 
theory, the relationship between law and power – as explored in his recent, acclaimed monograph, Sovereignty, Knowledge, 
Law (2009) – and the idea of law as a human science. He is a former Director of the Finnish Institute in London (an 
organization committed to the advancement of cultural and academic cooperation between Finland, the UK and the 
Republic of Ireland), and he currently works as an editor for the journals Law and Critique (Springer), and Law, Culture and 
the Humanities (Sage). 

 

Scott Veitch 

 

Scott Veitch is the Paul C K Chung Professor in Jurisprudence at the University of Hong Kong, and was formerly Professor 
of Jurisprudence at the University of Glasgow (as well as holding visiting positions in South Africa, New Zealand, Belgium 
and France). Professor Veitch’s first monograph, Moral Conflict and Legal Reasoning, was the winner of the European 
Award for Legal Theory in 1998. His second monograph, Law and Irresponsibility (2007), examined the ways in which law 
facilitates and legitimates serious human suffering – often on a mass scale – and was the subject of a symposium in the 
Australian Journal of Legal Philosophy. 

 

Emilios Christodoulidis 

 

Emilios Christodoulidis holds the Chair of Jurisprudence at the University of Glasgow, and has held visiting positions in 
Belgium (Brussels and Antwerp), Brazil and Australia. Like Professor Veitch, Professor Christodoulidis won the European 
Award for Legal Theory, again for his first monograph (entitled Law and Reflexive Politics), in 1996. He is also the editor of 
the “Critical Studies in Jurisprudence” series published by Routledge, and he is on the editorial boards of the journals Law 
and Critique (Springer), and Social and Legal Studies (Sage). His main fields of interest include constitutional theory, critical 
legal theory, transitional justice, and labour law, inter alia.  

 

Johan van der Walt 

 

Johan van der Walt is the Head of the Research Unit in Law at the University of Luxembourg, and previously held 
professorships at the Universities of Glasgow and Johannesburg, respectively (as well as holding an extraordinary 
professorship at the University of Pretoria, since 2009). Professor Van der Walt’s recent research has focused, broadly 
speaking, on two issues: the relationship between law and literature, on the one hand, and the theoretical implications of 
the state action problem (or the problem of horizontal effect) in constitutional law, on the other, with the latter serving as the 
subject of his recent monograph, The Horizontal Effect Revolution and the Question of Sovereignty (2014). 
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